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Reprinted from the Introduction to the seminar notebook The Heartbeat of Revelation, by Peter D. Lausevic.

Why We Study Revelation

by Nathan Tyler

I. A WARNING MESSAGE

ItwasApril 14, 1912, inthe middle of the North Atlantic ocean. Aboard the RMSTitanic, Jack Phillips,
radio operator, wasbusy relaying messagesviawirel esstelegraph. Astheshiptraveled full steam toward New
York, wealthy passengerswere drafting countless messagesto berelayed. Thewireless had broken down
earlier intheday, and therewas alarge backlog of passenger mail that had to be sent out. It wasnow around
10:50 p.m., and theradio operator, very annoyed at the delay, was now sending them asfast asthey would go.

Lessthan an hour’ssailing ahead sat the SSCalifornian. It had been sending out reportsof icebergssince
early that evening, had finaly runinamong adangerousicefloe, and wasforced to stop for the night. Now, it
beganto send out itslast report to the Titanic. Thiswould bethelast warning, beforethe Californian’sradio
operator went off duty. Ashebegan to relay hismessage, hewas suddenly interrupted by Titanic. “ Shut up,
Shut Up,” said the other operator, “ You' rejamming me.”

Thebusy radioman on Titanic had no timeto listen to any danger messages. Hewastoo busy transmitting
greetingsand stock market inquiries. So the operator onthe Californian laid down hisheadset, and retired for
thenight.

Anhour later, theTitanic struck aniceberg, ripping agashinitsside. A few hoursafter that, the great ship,
whichmany said was* unsinkable,” sank to the seafloor. That night, morethan 1,500 peopleperished inthe
cold North Atlantic waters—two thirds of the passengerson board.

Thistragic event hasgonedownin history asoneof the grestest of maritimedisasters. Themost unfortunate
fact about it wasthat it could have easily been avoided. But the passengersand crew on that fateful voyage
rested in confidencethat their ship would never meet with calamity. Warning messageswereignored. Care-
lessnesswasindulged. And theimpossi ble happened anyway.

Today, the Lord issending awarning to us. He does not want usto be taken unawares by thetide of future
events. Thedramatic unfolding of these eventswasknown by Omniscience since eternity. God has seenfit to
grant usmortalsaview of thefuture, so that we may be ableto avoid theimpending disaster that iscoming
upontheearth.

II. Tae PurPOSE OF PROPHECY

1. How doweknow that God redlly inspired thewriting of the Scripture? The Bibleitsdlf, whenwe study and
understandit, inspiresfaithwithinus.

a. Faithcomesby hearing theWord. “ So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by theword of God.”
Romans 10:17.

b. Weknow the story of Jesus, astold inthe gospels. We can havefaith that itistrue, becausetheseare
eyewitness accounts. “ For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known
unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of hismajesty. ” 2
Peter 1:16.

2. Isthereanything more certain than thetestimony of the apostles? What more can the Lord giveto usthat
establishes our faith?“We have also a more sureword of prophecy;, whereuntoyedowell that ye
takeheed, asuntoalight that shineth in adark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arisein
your hearts.” 2 Peter 1:19.

a.  Toknow that the Bible predicted eventsin history long beforethey happened, and did sowith unerring
accuracy, isamoresureaffirmation of itsdivineorigin.

(1) Notonly that, butit givesusconfidencethat thethingsit predictsin thefuturewill indeed happen.
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To believethe prophetsisto prosper. “ And they rose early inthe morning, and went forth into thewilder-

nessof Tekoa: and asthey went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and yeinhabitants

of Jerusalem; Believein theLORD your God, so shall yebeestablished; believe hisprophets, so

shall yeprosper.” 2 Chronicles 20: 20.

a. “Blessed ishethat readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those
thingswhich arewrittentherein: for thetimeisat hand.” Revelation 1:3.

INTERPRETATION

How does prophecy come?1sit made up by men?* For the prophecy camenot in old time by thewill of

man: but holy men of God spake asthey were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 2 Peter 1:21.

a. Therefore, canit beinterpreted by our own understanding?* Knowing thisfirst, that no prophecy of
thescriptureisof any privateinter pretation.” 2 Peter 1:20.

What isto be our method of interpretation?“For precept must beupon precept, precept upon pre-

cept; lineupon line, lineupon ling; herealittle, and therealittle’ I saiah 28:10.

a. Theprophetic Scriptureistointerpret itself. “ The Lord Jesus sent amighty angel to makeplainto John
by the use of symbolsthethingsthat wereto transpire until the coming of Christ. Hewashbidden to
writetheinstructioninabook for the benefit of the seven churches. Thiswriting we now have pre-
served in the book of Revelation, but thisbook isunderstood by only avery few. It containsthe
messagefor thelast days, and we areto dwell much upon these prophecies. Thewor k of explaining
theBiblebytheBibleitself isthework that should bedoneby all our ministerswho arefully
awaketothetimesin which welive.” Manuscript Releases Volume Thirteen, p. 304.

What should bethe source of our wisdom?* I f any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth

toal menliberdly, and upbraideth not; andit shall begivenhim.” James1:5.

a. “Thefear of theLORD isthebeginning of wisdom: agood understanding haveall they that do his
commandments: hispraiseendurethfor ever.” Psalm 111:10.

If wefollow these guidelines, who will bewith usto guideour study?* Howbeit when he, the Spirit of

truth,iscome, hewill guideyou intoall truth: for heshall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall

hear, that shall he speak: and hewill show you thingsto come.” John 16:13.

a. “Thebook of Revelation, in connection with the book of Daniel, demands close study. L et every
God-fearingteacher consider how most clearly to comprehend and present the Gospel that
our Saviour camein person to make known to His servant John,—* Therevelation of Jesus
Chrigt, which God gave unto Him, to show unto His servantsthingswhich must shortly cometo pass.’
None should become discouraged in their study of Revelation because of its apparently mystical
symbals. * If any of you lack wisdom, et him ask of God, that givethto all menliberally, and upbraideth
not." ‘ Blessed ishethat readeth, and they that hear thewordsof this prophecy, and keep those things
which arewrittentherein; for thetimeisat hand.” Weareto proclamtotheworld thegreat and solemn
truths contained in the book of Revelation. Into the very designsand principlesof the church of God
thesetruthsareto enter. Thereshould beacloser and morediligent study of thisbook, amore
ear nest presentation of thetruthsit contains, truthswhich concern all whoarelivingin these
last days. All who are preparing to meet their Lord should make this book the subject of
earnest sudy and prayer. Itisjust what itsnamesignifies—areve ation of themost important events
that aretotake placeinthelast daysof thisearth’shistory. John, because of hisfaithful trustintheword
of God, and thetestimony of Christ, was banished to theld e of Patmos. But his banishment did not
separatehimfrom Christ. TheLord visted Hisfaithful servant in hisbanishment, and gavehiminstruc-
tion regarding what wasto come upon theworld.” The Signsof the Times, 07-04-06: 2.




IV.THE “REVEALING”
1. TheApocalypse—"manifestation”—wasgivento enlighten us. “ Sur ey theL ord GOD will donothing,

=

but herevealeth hissecret unto hisservantsthe prophets.” Amos3:7.

a. Whatisthereasonit wasgiven?* The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but thosethings
which arerevealed belong unto usand to our children for ever, that we may do all thewords
of thislaw.” Deuteronomy 29:29.

What isthisarevelation of ?* The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his

servantsthingswhich must shortly cometo pass; and he sent and signified it by hisangel unto his

servant John.” Revelation 1:1.

a. Eventsof thefuture.

SEALED Ur?

Many would say that thisisasea ed book. But what was John told?“ And he saith unto me, Seal not the

sayings of the prophecy of thisbook: for thetimeisat hand” Revelation 22:10.

a. What about the book of Daniel?*But thou, O Daniel, shut up thewords, and seal thebook, even to
thetime of theend: many shall runto and fro, and knowledge shall beincreased.” Daniel 12:4.
(1) Wastheentirebook of Daniel sealed?

(8) Gabried explained portionsof it to Daniel himself. “And | heard aman’svoice between the
banksof Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, makethisman to under stand thevision.”
Daniel 8:16.

(b) Christ both understood it and told the peopleto read and understand apart of it. “Whenye
therefore shall seethe abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel theprophet, standin
theholy place, (whoso readeth, let him under stand:).” Matthew 24:15.

(c) Onlythepartrelatingtothelast dayswassededtill thetimeof theend. “ Thebook that was
sealed was not the book of Revelation, but that portion of the prophecy of Daniel
which related to thelast days. The Scripture says,  But thou, O Daniel, shut up thewords,
and sedl thebook, even to thetime of theend: many shal runto and fro, and knowledge shall
beincreased’ (Dan. 12:4). When the book was opened, the proclamation wasmade, ‘ Time
shall benolonger.” (See Revelation 10:6.) The book of Daniel isnow unsealed, and the
revelation made by Christ to John is to come to all the inhabitants of the earth. By
the increase of knowledge a peopleisto be prepared to stand in the latter days.”
Selected Messages Book 2, p. 105:1.

b. “Inview of thetestimony of Inspiration, how daremen teach that the Revelationisamystery
beyond thereach of human understanding? It isa mystery revealed, a book opened. The
study of the Revelation directs the mind to the prophecies of Daniel, and both present most
important instruction, given of God to men, concer ning eventsto take place at the close of
thisworld’shistory.” The Great Controversy, p. 341:3.

c. “ToJohnwereopened scenesof degp and thrilling interest inthe experience of the church. Hesaw the
position, dangers, conflicts, and final deliverance of the people of God. Herecordsthe closing mes-
sageswhich aretoripentheharvest of theearth, either as sheavesfor the heavenly garner or asfagots
for thefiresof destruction. Subjectsof vast importancewer erevealed to him, especially for the
last church, that thosewho should turnfromerror totruth might beinstructed concer ningthe
perilsand conflictsbefor ethem. Noneneed bein darknessin regardtowhat iscoming upon
the earth.” The Great Controversy, p. 341:4.

Yet many peopleareignorant of thethingsthat are reved ed. For thisreason, what comesuponthem?“My

people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast reected knowledge, | will also

r g ect thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, | will al'so




forget thy children.” Hosea 4:6.

a. “Wherethereisnovision, the people perish.” Proverbs29:18.

3. Whatisthereasonfor thisgreat ignorance?* Thereforeregoice, ye heavens, and yethat dwel inthem. Woe
to theinhabitersof the earth and of the seal for thedevil iscomedown untoyou, having great wr ath,
because heknoweth that hehath but ashort time.” Revelation 12:12.

a. Whatisoneof thethingsthat Satan doesin hiswrath?“ Those by theway sidearethey that hear; then
cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be
saved.” Luke 8:12.

(1) “Why, then, thiswidespread ignor ance concer ning an important part of Holy Writ? Why
thisgeneral reluctanceto investigate itsteachings? It istheresult of a studied effort of
the prince of darkness to conceal from men that which reveals his deceptions. For this
reason, Christ the Revelator, foreseeing the warfarethat would be waged against the study of the
Revelation, pronounced ablessing upon al who should read, hear, and observe thewords of the
prophecy.” The Great Controversy, p. 342:1.

b. What attitude will prevent us from understanding this book? “ And with all deceivableness of
unrighteousnessin them that perish; because they received not the love of thetruth, that they
might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should
believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness.” 2 Thessalonians2:10-12.

(1) 1twill only beamystery to usif weregject thetruth. “ Thebook of Revel ation must be opened tothe
people. Many have been taught that it isa sealed book;; but it issealed to those only who
regect light and truth. Thetruth that it contains must be proclaimed, that people may have an
opportunity to preparefor the eventswhich are so soon to take place. Thethird angel’ smessage
must be presented asthe only hopefor salvation of aperishingworld.” Pacific Union Recorder,
01-14-04:5.

VI. A REVELATION OF DIVINITY

1. Reveation not only revealsfuture events, but what else?* The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God
gave unto him, to shew unto hisservantsthingswhich must shortly cometo pass, and he sent and signified
it by hisangel unto hisservant John.” Revelation 1:1.

a WhatisrevededinJesus?“ 1 God, who at sundry timesand in diversmanners spakein time past unto
the fathers by the prophets, 2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath
appointed heir of al things, by whom also hemadetheworlds; 3Who beingthebrightnessof his
glory, and the expressimage of hisperson, and upholding al things by theword of his power,
when hehad by himsalf purged our sins, sat down ontheright hand of theMgesty onhigh.” Hebrews
1:.1-3.

(1) Herevealsall thefulnessof the Godhead. “ For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead

bodily.” Colossians 2:9.

(@) “TheBibleistheguidebook that isto decidethe many difficult problemsthat risein minds
that are selfishly inclined. It isar eflection of thewisdom of God, and not only furnishes
great and important principles, but suppliespractical lessonsfor thelifeand conduct of man
toward hisfellow man. It givesminute particularsthat decide our relation to God and to each
other. It isa complete revelation of the attributes and will of God in the person of
JesusChrigt, andinitisset forth the obligation of the human agent to render wholehearted
serviceto God, andtoinquireat every step of theway, ‘ Isthistheway of theLord?” The
Upward Look, p. 187:3.

(2) InHimistheknowledge of God'sglory. “For God, who commanded the light to shine out of




darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to givethelight of the knowledge of theglory of Godinthe
face of JesusChrist.” 2 Corinthians4:6.

b. Aswebeholdthisreveation, what should beour experience?” But weall, with open facebeholding
asin aglasstheglory of theL ord, are changed into the sameimagefrom gloryto glory, even
asby the Spirit of theLord.” 2 Corinthians 3:18.

(1) “Theworld needs today what it needed nineteen hundred years ago—a revelation of
Christ. A great work of reformisdemanded, and it isonly through the grace of Christ that the
work of restoration, physica, mental, and spiritual, can beaccomplished.” TheMinistry of Heal-

ing, p. 143:2.

VII. GI1vING THE MESSAGE

1. Whatisour duty whenwehear theinvitation of the Spirit?*“ And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And
let him that hear eth say, Come. And let himthat isathirst come. And whosoever will, let himtakethe
water of lifefreely.” Revelation 22:17.

a. Ourtask asChristiansisto preach thegospel to theentireworld. “ And he said unto them, Goyeinto
all theworld, and preach thegospel toevery creature.” Mark 16:15.

2. Thisgospd isborneinthemessageof thefirst angd: “ And | saw another angd fly inthe midst of heaven,
having theeverlasting gospel to preach untothem that dwell on theearth, and to every nation,
and kindred, and tongue, and people.” Revelation 14:6.

a “Intherevelation that Christ gave are linked together in a chain of truth theimportant
messages of war ning that areto be given to theworld before Christ’s second coming. The
last message of mercy isto be proclaimed whereit has never yet been heard. Theworkersare
to labor with such sdlf-denid, such salf-sacrifice, that the message will be borneto thosewho have not
heard it. Letter 110, 1902, p. 4.” Manuscript Releases \Vol. 1, 372:4.

3. What isthesignificanceof theway inwhich these angels speak?* Saying with aloud voice, Fear God,
and giveglory to him; for the hour of hisjudgment iscome: and worship him that made heaven, and earth,
and the sea, and thefountains of waters.” Revelation 14:7.

a. Givenwithforce. “Our warfareisaggressive. Tremendousissuesare before us, yea, and right upon
us. Let our prayersascend to God that thefour angelsmay till hold thefour winds, that they may not
blow to injure or destroy until the last warning has been given to the world. Then let uswork in
harmony with our prayers. Let nothing lessen the force of the truth for thistime. The present
truthistobeour burden. Thethird angel’smessagemust doitswork of separ ating from the
churchesapeoplewhowill taketheir stand on the platform of eternal truth.” Testimoniesfor
the Church, val. 6, p. 61:2.

b. Inadefinite manner. “But we should be careful not to lessen the for ce of thewar ning which
God hasgiven for thistime. Wearein danger of giving the messagein so indefinitea manner
that it does not impressthe people. So many other interestsare brought in, that the very message
which should be proclaimed with power becomestame and voi celess. Whilethe churches professto
believein Chrig, they areviolating thelaw which Christ Himself proclaimed from Sinai. TheLord bids
us, ‘Lift upthy voicelikeatrumpet, and show my peopletheir transgression, and the house of Jacob
their sins.” Thetrumpet istogivea certain sound. Lift up thestandar d, the commandments of
God and thefaith of Jesus. M akethistheimportant theme. Then by your strong arguments
wall it in, and make it of still greater force. Dwell more on the Revelation. Read, explain,
and enforceitsteaching.” (Australasian) Union Conference Record, 06-01-00: 20.

c. Clearlyanddistinctly. “Our lessonfor the present timeis, How may we most clearly comprehend
and present the gospel that Christ camein personto present to John ontheide of Patmos—thegospel
that istermed ‘ the Revelation of Jesus Christ’ ?Weareto present toour peopleaclear explana-




tion of Revelation. Weareto givethem theWord of God just asit is, with asfew of our own
explanations as possible. No one mind can do thiswork aone. Although we have in trust the
grandest and most important truth ever presented to theworld, we are only babes, asfar asunder-
sandingtruthinal itsbearingsisconcerned. Christisthegreat Teacher, and that which Hereveded to
John, we areto tax our mindsto understand and clearly to define. We arefacing the most important
issuesthat men have ever been called upon to meet. Thetheme of greatest importanceisthethird
angel’ smessage, embracing the messages of thefirst and second angels. All should understand the
truths contai ned in these messages and demonstratethemin daily life, for thisisessential to salvation.
Weshall haveto study earnestly, prayerfully, inorder to understand these grand truths; and our power
to learn and comprehend will be taxed to the utmost.” Manuscript Releases Volume Twelve, p.
212:3.

VIII. Tue Focus oF Our StUDY

1. Thebook of Revelation containsmany thingswritten for us. Inthe scope of these chapters, wewill not be
looking at al of thosethings. Our focuswill be on the messages of thethree angels, and thefourth angel
whojoinsinwiththem.

a. Wewill only bestudying thosethingsthat relate directly to the messagesof theseangels. At first it may
seem that thiswould not be much to study, but these messages arein fact the central point of the
Apocalypse, aswewill discover. That iswhy thisbook has been entitled “ The Heartbeat of Revela-
tion.”

2. Who arethesethree angel s—three* messengers’—that bring thefinal warning to thisearth?“God has
called Hischurchin thisday, asHecalled ancient Israel, tostand asalight in theearth. By the
mighty cleaver of truth, the messages of the first, second, and third angels, He has separ ated
them from the chur chesand from theworld to bring them into a sacr ed near nessto Himself. He
has madethem the depositaries of Hislaw and hascommitted to them the great truths of prophecy for this
time. Liketheholy oraclescommitted to ancient | srael, these are asacred trust to be communi cated to the
world. The three angels of Revelation 14 represent the people who accept the light
of God’'s messages and go forth as His agents to sound the warning throughout

thelength and breadth of the earth. Christ declaresto Hisfollowers: ‘ Ye are the light of the
world.” To every soul that accepts Jesusthe crossof Calvary speaks: ‘ Behold theworth of the soul: “Go
yeinto all theworld, and preach the gospel to every creature.”’ Nothing isto be permitted to hinder
thiswork. It istheall-important work for time; it isto befar-reaching aseternity. Thelovethat
Jesusmanifested for the soulsof men in the sacrificewhich Hemadefor their redemption, will
actuateall Hisfollowers.” Testimoniesfor the Church, Val. 5, 455:2.

Aswestudy thiswonderful book of Revelation, may the Holy Spirit guide usto afuller understanding of
the character and glory of God. May we befaithful to our calling, to bethe peoplewho carry themessageto
theend.

“Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the
sayings of the prophecy of this book.” Revelation 22:7.



