Jane McDaniel Archive;  picked from the ashes of the Middlebrook Mansion in Stevens Park, Dallas, 1972

Index of Proper Nouns    (from the Middlebrook letters)
(Spelling and meanings are sometimes unclear, and have been edited by the transcriber as best possible.)

Ada (March 16th, page 6;1)  Ada, Oklahoma?  Julia Middlebrook (mama) is talking about a visit there.  Other legal papers indicate that the family owned real estate in the area.

Annie  (March 16th, page 2:3) unknown;  in conjunction with ”Mother S” and the mystery romance. 

            (Jan. 14th, page 18)  unknown member/officer at the Forum Club  

Annie Stevens was a Life-Member of the Forum, and she joined about the same time that Marguerite did.  But Annie Stevens was not an officer of any Department of the Forum at that time, and she was a member of the Literature Department.  With 460 some odd members, it is unlikely that there would not have been other “Annie’s” at the Forum.  To leave the matter unresolved, the Annual Reports list names in the formal manner of  Mrs.“Husband’s Name”, so the nicknames or given names of the married members remain unknown.

      “Aunt Jane of Kentucky”  (Jan 10th, page5)  A book to which Marguerite refers.

This collection of short stories about a fictional quilt-maker, Aunt Jane Parish, was originally 

published in 1907 by Caroline Obenchain (who published under the name of Eliza Calvert Hall). 

Known for her gentle folk wisdom, Aunt Jane vividly describes a picturesque way of life in the rural 

South of the nineteenth century.  1995  Reprint: ISBN: 0-8131-0838-1, 304 pages.
Colo. Investment  (April 13, 1920, page 4)   refers to a former family investment

(A letter dated 23 August 1918) from a New York City shirt merchant is addressed to brother, E.C. Middlebrook (Eddie), in Crested Butte, Colorado

Clyde  (Jan 10th, page 6)  unknown, compares his sister to Marguerite Middlebrook.

Mr. Daniel Jr.  (Jan 14th, page 6) unknown, his Maw talks about Marguerite “all the time”

Mrs. Dowel  (Jan 14th,  page 17)  Mrs. Y.B. Dowell, chairman of the Dallas Woman’s Forum

Art Department.  She remained chair throughout most of Marguerite tenure with the Forum.

Mme. D. (Jan 14th,  page 18)  presumably another reference to Mrs. Dowel.

Ed  unknown, probably not “Eddie” (Eddie Middlebrook),  perhaps artist Edward G. Eisenlohr.

     (Jan.10th, page 5)

      (Jan 14th, page 6) as an artist—sketching at “South Seventh Street O.C”

      (Jan 14th, page 9) Ed and Hale referred to as pupils of Frank Reaugh

      (Jan 14th, page 20) mentioned along with Mr. Martin

Edward G. Eisenlohr –Oak Cliff artist living at 324 Eads Av. Student of Frank Reaugh.

Eddie  taken to be Edwin C.  Middlebrook, the only brother of the Middlebrook sisters –

      (April 13th, 1920, page 2/ and at end)

      (January 10th, page 3)

“Edgewood” (Jan 14, page 8, 17, 19) location of Marguerite Middlebrook landscape view

One of the envelopes in the McDaniel Archive, postmarked 1913, is addressed to Julia Middlebrook at:  Edgewood-R8-B-78-a. (Dallas, Texas).  So probably “Edgewood” is be a  name for the Stevens Park area, or for the Middlebrook house.

The Fair   presumably the State Fair of Texas, held each October in Dallas

     (Sept. 1, 1919):  Cecilia is returning a painting to Marguerite so that she can “enter it at the Fair”

     (Jan. 10th, page 4)  Marguerite has taken a photograph of “The Sunken Garden at Fair Park”

The farm  (April 13th, 1920)  unknown location, (perhaps in Ada, Oklahoma?)

Forum Club House 806 Akard St – (Jan 10th, page 4)  In the 1920’s the Dallas Woman’s Forum was listed as sole occupant of this building.  Today this organization is at 4607 Ross Ave.

“Of more importance to local artists was the annual exhibition sponsored by the Dallas Woman’s Forum.  The first exhibit was held in 1911 at the Methodist Publishing House.  Texas-born artists or those making their homes in Texas were eligible for entry.  Under the leadership of Vivian L. Aunspaugh those exhibits continued until the trough of the depression ended such activities.  Many competent Texas artists began their careers through these exhibitions.”

        
 The W.P.A. Guide and History of Dallas, 1936-1942, published 1992, page 231.

The Dallas Woman’s Forum was organized in 1906.  Cecilia Middlebrook’s name first appears in the annual report for the 1914-1915 season.  She was a member of the Art Department.  Marguerite joins her as a member in the Art Department in 1917-1918.  In 1919-1920, Cecilia’s name is gone; Marguerite holds the office of Secretary of the Art Department.  She is one of four officers among some twenty-two members.  The next yearbook, 1920-1921 lists Marguerite as the Art Department Secretary, but in the handwritten annual report of the Art Department Chairman, Mrs. Dowel, Marguerite has been replaced by Miss JesseJo Eckford.  Marguerite continues to hold membership in the Art Department until 1923-24. In 1924-25 her name has disappeared.

The 10th annual Art Exhibition of 1920-1921 was held at the new Forum Clubhouse on Akard. That year the Art Department concentrated on French art, covering topics from the Revolution to Impressionism.  178 members joined the Forum in 1919-1920, bringing the total membership up to 465.  In 1920-1921 there were 32 members of the Art group.

Annie L. Stevens’ name appears in the Woman’s Forum roster for the first time about the same time that Marguerite joined.  Annie’s mother died in May 1916, and the loss freed her time for travel into town.    She remained a Forum member until her death in 1941.  She is always listed as a member of the Literature Department.    Though the Middlebrook house was the (likely) birthplace of Annie and Walter, and  though it  was surrounded by Stevens’ farm land., there is no known direct link between any of the Stevens and any of the Middlebrooks.  

Frank, Miss Frank    Dallas artist, nurse  (April 13th, page 2)  

Froid  (?)  (Jan 14th, page 21)—unknown author—perhaps Sigmund Freud

(Jan. 10th, p. 6) “You will “analyze” me, I suppose, and think my consciousness is centered on Ego.” 

“Little Hale” (Jan 14th, page 8) probably a reference to Hale W. Bolton, acclaimed Dallas landscape painter (Sept. 1879- c. 1920)  nickname given to Marguerite by Reaugh and Martin

Hale  (Jan 14th, page 9) as a pupil of Reaugh

Zella Heller--  Unknown,  author of Postcard to Cecilia,   (September 26th, 1920)

Gassie  (Jan. 10th, page 6)  unknown, person who compared her sister to Marguerite Middlebrook

Georgia (Jan 14th, page 15) unidentified, member of the Forum Club?

Marie  (Jan 14th  page 15) unidentified, member of the Forum Club?

Mama    Julia Frances Calahan Middlebrook, mother of the sisters, (d. 1943)

Mr. Martin (page 3, Jan.14) probably John  B. Martin, a Dallas artist who lived at 1921 St. Louis 

my “admirer’, J.B.M (page 5, Jan.10) perhaps also Martin, who is referred to by name in the next sentence (page 5, Jan.10)

has a sister, named Jane  (Jan 10th, page 5)

(also referred to with Reaugh and Hale on pages 8 and 9, Jan. 14th)

(Jan.4th, page 20) reference with Ed

The records of the Forum do not include mention of Mr. Martin, nor of any classes in painting.  Lists of works in the exhibitions have not been saved by the Forum.  Nevertheless, Marguerite’s letters suggest that the group was holding classes together, and that Mr. Martin was her teacher.

MD’s in the Wilson bldg    (page 3, April 13th, 1920)  Source of $2.00 invoice sent to the Middlebrook house, addressed to “Mrs. M of Cole ave.”,  In the 1920’s the upper floors of the Wilson Building were occupied almost exclusively by Doctors of Medicine, hence (likely) the MD term.

M.M.B.  (Jan 14th, page 2)  unknown artist to whom Marguerite compares herself

M.O.    a “Money Order” – a Certified Check  (April 13th, 1920;  page 1)

Peter Plotkin  (Jan 14th, page 12,-15) 

     Peter Plotkin b. 1879, Russia, came to Texas ca 1916. In 1927, Hardin Simmons

University hired him as a professor of portraiture and biblical art; and he

taught courses in art at Abilene Christian University, as well. His works

include many larger-than-life historical scenes that once hung in public

buildings in several places in Texas. Plotkin also did portraits.  

From the Internet (2000):

Erma Jean Loveland, LOVELAND@ACUVAX.ACU.EDU, Abilene Christian University,

Abilene, Texas, (915)674-2538, fax (915)674-2202

"Peter  Plotkin who lived in Petrograd, Russia from 1879 to unknown and was adopted  in the 1880's by a Baron named (Gunzburgh, Gunzburg or Guinzburg,) who was an  advisor to the Czar.   Peter Plotkin later migrated to United States. 

From the internet (2000):

Arnold     ---ARNDEZ@aol.com
Peter Plotkin was a guest speaker at the Dallas Woman’s Forum during the 1919-1920 season.  He is listed as a “Russia Artist and Actor” in the Forum’s annual yearbook.

PRIMO   (Jan 10th, age 2)  apparently a camera 

There is a Primo brand name used with a Japanese camera after WWII, but more likely this referred to a Rochester Premo Reflecting Camera, manufactured in Rochester, New York during that era.

Mr. Reaugh , Mr. R.  Frank Reaugh  (Morgan County, Illinois 1860 – Dallas, 1945)

 (Jan. 14, page 8, 9, 14)  Acclaimed Oak Cliff artist Frank Reaugh, In 1922 living at the rear of 110 East 8th,  teacher of Edward Eisenholr and Hale Bolton. Not Marguerite’s teacher, but known to her

Rufus  (Jan 10th, page 3 and page 6)  unknown, compares his sister to Marguerite Middlebrook

Trinty (!!!)  A la Trinty(!!!); Alas Trinity(!!!), Ales Trinty (!!!) Unclear. (April 13th, 1920; page 2)

TG’s (April 13th, page 6) unknown

Mrs. Umphrey  (Jan10th, page 4)  her Highland Park home is visited by the “Art Dept.”.  her car is  in a photo by Marguerite;  There is indeed a Mrs. Hugh L. Umphres (3619 Harvard Ave.) who is member of the Art Department of the Woman’s Forum in 1920-1921.

S’s mama (April 13th, page 4) unknown

Sanger’s, or Sangers   Sanger Brothers department store, for a long time the largest retailer in downtown Dallas. 

      Jan. 10th, page 1

      Jan. 10th, page 7

      Jan. 14th, page 22

Mother Storm(?), Stan (?) Stern (?) Ston (?)  Stahl (?) (April 13th, page 6)

mother of unidentified romantic attachment of Marguerite 

“she had Tom in the car” (Jan. 10th, page 7)

Mother S (March 16th, page 2:3) in conjunction with Annie and unidentified romantic artist hero

There is a Mrs. Oliver P. Storm who is a member of the Art Department (and former Chairman).  She moves several times during Marguerite tenure with the Forum, finally leaving Dallas.

Mme. Werenskiold (?)(April 13th, page 6)  (talking to Mother Storm) 

Mr. Nis Werenskiold is City Engineer for Dallas in 1920; Mrs. N. Werenskiold is a member of the Art Department at the Forum during Marguerite’s tenure with that group.  The annual reports also refer to members in the French appellation.

One page letter from Cecilia to Marguerite: Sept 1, 1919

Among the place names:

     Atlantic City 
     Mt. Vernon 
     Philadelphia 

     Panama

Names of Military Personnel with whom Cecilia worked:

     Colonel Hyde

     Colonel Bussche

     Major Smith

Also places mentioned, but considered obvious:

     Highland Park

     Maryland

     Virginia

Cecilia, who  is apparently employed by the military (Army or Marine Corps), is staying at:

   The Government Hotels, L-M Building; Washington D.C.,

 Marguerite, her mother Julia, and her brother Eddie, were then living in the house on 3 acres outside the Dallas City limits at the corner of what would later be Plymouth Road (then called Wheatland Road, earlier and also called  “Cedar Hill Road”) and Marydale Drive in the area called “Western Heights”, “West Dallas”, or “Edgewood”(?).  The family’s father, D. Edwin Middlebrook died in 1916.  The farm (117 acres) surrounding the Middlebrook’s Dallas home was owned after 1916 by Annie L. Stevens, who lived at 4103 Swiss Ave. in East Dallas. 

Cecilia was living in Washington, D.C.  Cecilia is still away from home when the names of Marguerite and her mother, Julia Middlebrook, are listed in the 1929 city Directory.  She is back in Dallas, with them, at least by 1934.

        ( End of Glossary)
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