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How can I practice in an unlicensed state? 
First of all, each state is very specific even in a licensed state as 
to the scope of practice. Licensure does not have to affect your 
income. As a matter of fact, some of  the largest naturopathic 
physician income earners come from unlicensed states. What it 
will affect, though, is what you call yourself to the public. The use 
of the word physician would be out but you can use the title 
Doctor. The modalities that most probably will not cause any 
violation of state statues are: Hydrotherapy, Botanical Medicine, 
Nutrition, and Homeopathy. Again, please check with your local 
authorities on all of these. It is also suggested to touch base with 
the other naturopathic physicians practicing in that state to see 
how they are operating and use their strategy.   
 
Other strategies used by physicians are to obtain an acupuncture 
license in the unlicensed state because in many states an 
acupuncture license allows more use of naturopathic modalities. 
A useful reference book is, “Legal Guidelines for Unlicensed 
Practitioners” by Dr. Lawrence Wilson and is available in the 
SCNM library. 
 
How does NDs compare to allopathic physicians? 
 Primary Care MD’s earn $150,000 gross annual income. 
 ND’s earn $107,565 gross annual income. 
 Workweek for MD is 50+ hours. 
 Workweek for ND is 20-32 hours 
 Student loans debt for MDs is $200,000+ 
 Student loans debt for ND’s is $100,000+ 
 Primary Care physicians earn at a rate of $61.43 per hour. 
 ND physicians earn at a rate of $67.23 per hour. 
 MD’s after medical school can take 4 – 8 years to realize 

full earnings potential. 
 ND’s after medical school can take 3-5 years to realize full 

earnings potential. 
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Growth and Demand for CAM (Complementary and 
Alternative Medicine) 

 

1993 National council of Complementary and Alternative 
medicine (NCAM) has a budget of 2 million. 

1994 Survey of all physicians showed they referred 60% of
their patients to CAM providers. 47% of those same 
physicians used CAM themselves! 

1995 Laws allowed nutraceutical products to forego FDA 
approval 

1996 NCAM budget is 50 million, 2500% increase. 
1999 70% of Americans has used CAM in that past year. 
2000 $27 Billion are spent on CAM therapies, far 

exceeding all out-of-pocket costs of US 
hospitalizations. 
Once you become a naturopathic physician you 
could impact the world of medicine by becoming:  
 

 A member of the World Health Organization helping 
other countries with their health issues OR 

 A winner of a national award for your website on 
acupuncture. OR 

 A formula designer of a face cream, which will not only 
include all natural ingredients but also will cut costs and
get better results. OR 

 A Co-medical director for a traveling, medical clinic for 
the uninsured. OR 

 On the Discovery Health channel with 2 episodes of a 
health show. OR 

 The director of naturopathic medicine for a state. 
 
These are just some of the actual career paths of naturopathic 
physicians and alumni of Southwest College of Naturopathic 
Medicine. 
If you have any questions
311 or email us at j.hagan
Questions? 
, please feel free to call 480.858.9100 ext. 
@scnm.edu. 


