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Look at these pictures. 

What is happening in the pictures? 

Tell your teacher. 

Fill in the missing letters: 

sp__e sp__e-g__ b_y 

sp__e-sh__ sp__e-m__ m_t__r__e 
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1 The Meteorite 

Dan and his sister Helen had been making a telescope 
in an old hut. Helen looked at the trees with the 
telescope. 

'Come on, Helen,' said Dan. 'Let me look. It is my 
telescope as well. I did help to make it.' 

Helen let him look. Dan looked at the trees too. The 
telescope made them look so big he could see a bird in 
one of them. 

'We can look at the stars at night,' said Helen. 'We 
cannot see them now. The sun is too bright,' 

'Let us look at the sun then,' said Dan. 
'No, Dan!' said Helen. 'You must never look at the 

sun with a telescope. What did Tom tell us?' 

'He said the light is very bad for the eyes,' said Dan. 

Tom worked for Mr Bunting at the observatory. They 
had big telescopes there. 

'Let us take the telescope to the observatory, so Tom 
can see it,' said Dan. 'He did tell us how to make it.' 

When they got to the observatory, Tom had just put 
a tyre on his car. Dan put down the number of the 
car in a little book. The number was OND 884B. 

'He collects the numbers of all the cars he sees,' said 
Helen. 

Tom smiled. 'He must have a lot of numbers,' he said. 
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'Look!' said Helen. She held out the telescope. Tom 
put it to his eye. 

'That is very good,' he said. 

They did not see Mr Bunting come up to them.


'What are you doing here?' said Mr Bunting.

Dan and Helen wanted to run away.

'They want to find out about the stars,' said Tom.

'Splendid, splendid!' said Mr Bunting. 'Would you like


to see round the observatory?' 

Mr Bunting's telescope was in a big round room. 
The roof could open and the telescope could look at the 
sky. 
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'This telescope is not like 
yours,' said Mr Bunting. 
'There is a mirror inside it. 
The mirror reflects the light 
from the stars and makes 
them look bigger. We call it 
a reflecting telescope.' 

There was a bigger tele

scope in another round room. 

'This is like your telescope, 

but bigger,' said Mr Bunting. 

'This roof can open too, and 

the telescope can turn to look 

at the sky. 

We can take pictures of what 

we see in the telescope.' 

He picked up a big picture. 

Dan and Helen had never 

seen so many stars. 

'There are lots more stars 
in space,' said Mr Bunting. 

'How big is space?' said Dan. 
'Space keeps going for ever,' said Tom. 
Then Mr Bunting picked up a funny-looking stone, 

'This came from space,' he said. 
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'What? This old stone?' said Dan.

'Yes,' said Mr Bunting. 'Stones like this shine in the


sky as they fall. We call them meteorites.' 

'They get so hot, they shine like stars,' said Tom. 
'I wish I could find a stone from space!' said Dan. 
'A meteorite,' said Mr Bunting. 

'A meteorite,' said Dan. 
That night, Dan and Helen were in the hut. Helen 

was looking at the stars with the telescope. 

Suddenly, Helen said: 'Dan! Look!' 
'What is it?' said Dan. 

They looked up into the sky. A bright light was coming 
down over the trees. 

1. Put a ring round the odd word in each line. 

light bright night stone 

hand sand needle land 

2. Can you put the right ending on to each sentence? 

Draw a line to the right ending. 

Dan put down the 
The bright light was 
The number was 
Helen was looking at 

OND 884B. 
number of the car. 
the stars with the telescope. 
over the trees. 
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2 The Spinning Compass 

Dan and Helen looked at the bright light. 
'Is it a meteorite?' said Dan. 

'It is very big,' said Helen. 
'It is going down over the trees!' said Dan. 

'It has gone!' said Helen. 
'Let us go and find it!' said Dan. 
'No,' said Helen. 'We will never find it at night.' 
'Then let us look for it in the morning,' said Dan. 

'Keep the telescope as it is. 
It will tell us the way to go.' 

In the morning they went 

back to their hut. They had 

a map with them and Dan 

had his compass. 

They looked in the telescope 

again and saw the trees. 

Dan looked at the map. 

'This is what we can see in the telescope,' he said. 
Then he made a cross. 'This is the hut,' he said. 

He put his compass on the cross. 'The trees are North-
West from here. This is where the meteorite fell. We just 
keep going North-West.' 
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It was a long way to the trees and they had to keep 

stopping, to look at the compass. 

But at last they got to the trees and started looking for 

the meteorite. 
'That is funny,' Helen said. 'I cannot hear any birds.' 

'Maybe they don't like this wood,' said Dan. He looked 
at his compass. The needle was spinning round and 
round. 

'Why is it spinning round?' said Helen. 

'I don't know,' said Dan. 

Suddenly, Helen wanted to get out of the wood. She 

began to run and Dan ran to keep up with her. 

When they got out of the wood they saw an old sand-
pit. Dan's compass was all right again. 

'Look!' he said. 'There is North. The sand-pit is North-

West.' 
They went into the sand-pit. 
'It looks like the Moon,' said Helen. Dan began looking 

for the meteorite, when suddenly something went 'Peep-

peep-peep-peep'! 

They looked round. The sound stopped. 

'It could have been a bird,' said Helen. 

'No,' said Dan, 'that was not a bird.' 
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'Maybe a boy is doing it,' said Helen. 

'Come on out!' Dan shouted. 'We can see you!' 
'Peep-peep-peep!' went the sound again. 

'That is not boys!' said Dan. 
'Where is it coming from?' said Helen. 
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'I don't know,' said Dan. 
They did not like it. They could not see anything. 

Helen wanted to find out what it was, but Dan wanted 
to get out of the sand-pit. They were just going when it 
began again. 

'Over there!' said Dan. 
The sound was coming from the other side of the sand-

pit. Suddenly, it stopped again. A car was coming up to 
the sand-pit. It stopped and a thin man got out. He 
had a mac and a hat on. 

The man came towards them. They could see he was 
very cross. They could see he wanted them to go. They 
began to run and the man ran after them. Suddenly, 
Dan fell. 

Look for the missing letters. Fill them in. 

Dan said they had to go N____-W___ to find the 

m________. 

How did Dan find the way? He had a m__ and a 

c______. 

What did the thin man have on? He had a m__ and a 

h__ on. 

11 



3 The Man in the Sand-pit 

The thin man ran towards Helen and Dan. Suddenly 
he stopped and put his hands to his eyes. Dan and 
Helen ran off and hid. They were very scared. 

'Can you see him?' said Dan. 

'No,' said Helen. 

'Maybe he has given up,' said Dan. 'Why did he go 
for us like that?' 

'He did not want us there,' said Helen. 'Did you see 
how he looked at us?' 

'Yes,' said Dan, 'and did you see the funny way he 
ran?' 

'It was a good thing he did not come after us in his 
car,' said Helen. 

'The car!' said Dan suddenly. 'We must go back to 
the car! 

'You don't have to come if you don't want to.' 
'What if he sees us?' said Helen. 
'He thinks we have run off,' said Dan. 
They went back to the sand-pit. The man was there. 

He was looking round. He got something from the car, 
but they could not see what it was. 

'I wish we had the telescope,' said Helen. 
'He is looking for something,' said Dan. 'Do you think 

it is something to do with that sound?' 
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'That sound stopped when he came,' said Helen. 

The man went on looking round. 

'I want to look at his car,' said Dan. 

'No,' said Helen. 'He will see you.' 

'You stop here,' said Dan. 'If he starts to go back to 
the car,—shout!' 

'No, Dan. Come back!' said Helen. But Dan would not 
stop. 

Dan got to the car without the man seeing him. He 
wanted to see the car number. He got right up to the 
car. 
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But then the thin man saw him and came running up, 
Helen gave a shout. 'Dan!' 

As Dan ran off, the man got inside the car and went 
after him. 

Dan just got out of the way as the car went by him. 
Helen ran up to him. She was very cross. 'I told you to 
stop with me!' she said. 'He was going to kill you!' 

'I don't think so,' said Dan. 'He just wanted to get 
away. I got what I wanted. The car number is OND 
884B.' 

Dan got out his little book. 
'Look at the last number,' 
he said to Helen. 

'It was Tom's car. The 
man must have taken it.' 

'Yes,' said Helen. 'And 
his hat, and his mac ' 

'Shall we go to the police?' said Dan. 

'Let us tell Tom about it,' said Helen. 

The funny sound started again, so Dan and Helen went 

back to the sand-pit. 
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Suddenly a boy came out 
of the sand-pit. 

His hair was white. 

He had silver clothes, and 

they were shining in the sun. 

He looked very scared. 

Dan and Helen were scared 
too. The sound they could 
hear was coming from him! 

1. Write the number of the car. 

2. Look for the missing words. Fill them in. 

Dan put the car n in his little 

The man put his h s to his 

b

e 

The silver c l were shining in the 
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4
 In danger!


The boy came up to them. He held up a hand, to 
keep the sun from his eyes. 

'He is from space!' said Dan. 'He must be! Look at 
his silver clothes.' 

'How can he be from space?' said Helen. 

'That light we saw last night, . . . that was his 
space-ship!' said Dan. 

The boy made the sound again. 
'He wants to tell us something,' said Dan. 
'Keep back!' said Helen. 

The boy made more sounds. 

'Who . . . are . . . you?' said Helen. 

But the boy did not understand. 

'Listen!' said Dan. 'My name is Dan.' He pointed at 
Helen. 'This is my sister, Helen. Got that? Dan . . . Helen.' 

The boy pointed at himself. 'Peep-peep!' he went. 
'Was that his name?' said Helen. 

'It must be,' said Dan. 'Hello, Peep-peep,' he said, 
and held out his hand. The boy jumped back and 
looked very upset. 

'We want to help you,' said Dan, and he smiled. 

The boy looked at them. He smiled too, and held out 
his hands. Dan and Helen held out their hands. 

'He wants to come with us,' said Helen. 
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'Let us take him to Tom,' said Dan. 'We can tell 
Tom about the car, too.' 

When they got to the observatory, Tom was not there. 

The boy looked ill. 

'I think the light is too bright for his eyes,' said Dan. 

Helen ran to Mr Bunting's room. 
'I had to come up, Mr Bunting,' she said. 'We have 

a boy outside. From space!' 

Mr Bunting put down his pen. 'What was that?' he 

said. 'From space?' 

Helen told him all about it. Then she ran to get Dan 
and the boy. 

Mr Bunting looked at the boy and listened to the 
sounds he made. 'This is fantastic! Fantastic!' he said. 
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'Is he from space?' said Helen. 

'I don't know,' said Mr Bunting. 'Let us try to find 
out.' He picked up a map. 'This is a map of the planets 
that go round the Sun.' 

Earth 
Mars 

Sun 

'The Sun?' said Dan, looking at the map. 'It looks like 
a star.' 

'The Sun is a star,' said Helen. 
The boy looked at the map. He pointed at one of the 

planets; number three from the Sun. 

'Yes,' said Mr Bunting. 'That is this planet, the Earth. 
He knows where he is!' 

The boy picked up Mr Bunting's meteorite. Then he 
pointed to the planet Mars; number four from the Sun. 
He put his hands out. They looked at him. He went on 
putting his hands out. 

'I know! He is collecting something,' said Dan. 
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'Collecting . . . meteorites . . . from the planet Mars!' 
said Mr Bunting. 

'So his space-ship went to Mars to collect meteorites,' 
said Dan. 'And then it came here.' 

'Then where is it?' said Mr Bunting. 

The boy had picked up Mr Bunting's pen. He did not 
understand what it was. Mr 
began writing with it. Then the 
began writing with it too. He 
out his writing to them. 

'We cannot read it,' 
said Mr Bunting. 

The space-boy looked very upset. He pointed again 

at his writing. Suddenly he fell to the floor and lay still. 

Bunting 
boy 

held 

1. Put a line under the right words in each line. 

Helen Peep-peep Dan is from space. 

The space-ship The car went to Mars. 

Mr Bunting picked up the boy pen map and began 

writing. 
2. What can you see in the telescope? Put the letters in 

the right order. 

nuS htraE nooM ratS 

___ _____ ____ ____
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5 The Hold-up


Mr Bunting got down by the boy, and looked at him. 
'He is ill,' he said. 
'What is it?' said Dan. 
'I don't know,' said Mr Bunting. 'I wish I did know.' 
'There must be something we can do,' said Helen. 
'His eyes are open again,' said Mr Bunting. 'Help me 

to get him up.' 
They picked the boy up. 
'I am going to take him to the hospital,' said Mr 

Bunting. 'He is ill.' 
'Will they know what to do?' said Dan. 
They will do what they can,' said Mr Bunting. 'I will 

get my car.' 

The thin man was outside the observatory. 
When Mr Bunting got his car, he did not see the thin 

man was there. Dan and Helen helped Peep-peep into 
the car. They did not see the thin man, but he saw 
them, with Peep-peep. 
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'I am going over Rabbit Hill,' said Mr Bunting. 'It is a 
bad road, but if I go that way I will soon be at the 
hospital.' 

'Yes,' said Helen. 

'I want you to stop here,' Mr Bunting went on. 'When 
Tom comes, tell him all about it. I cannot think where 
he is.' 

'We saw Tom's car—' Helen began.


'If anybody telephones,' said Mr Bunting, 'tell them I

will be back as soon as I can. Good-bye.' 

'Good-bye,' the children said. 'Good-bye, Peep-peep!' 
The car went off down the road. 

When they got back inside the telescope room, Helen 

said: 'I wanted to tell him about Tom's car, and about 

the man we saw in the sand-pit.' 

'Maybe that man has got Tom!' said Dan. 

'Yes,' said Helen, 'he had Tom's mac on! And his hat!' 

The telephone began to ring. Helen picked it up. 

'This is Dratton Observatory,' she said. 'Mr Bunting is 
out, but he will be back soon. What is your name?' 

It was a Mr Miller. Helen looked for the pen, but it 

dropped on the floor. When Dan picked it up he saw 

Peep-peep's writing. He picked that up as well. 
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Helen was writing 
and Dan was trying to 
the funny writing. 

'I wish we could 
read it,' he said, as 
Helen put down the 
telephone. 

Helen looked at 
The back of it was 

'Mr Miller' 
read 

Dan's compass. 
like a mirror. 

It was reflecting the writing. 
Helen could read it! 

'In danger!' she read. 

'What?' said Dan. 

Helen said 'The back of 
your compass is reflecting 
Peep-peep's writing! I will 
show you. Give me the 
compass.' 

Helen held the compass so that it reflected Peep-peep's 
writing. 

'In danger?' said Dan. 'What danger?' 

'And who is in danger?' said Helen. 'Is Peep-peep in 
danger?' 

'Are we in danger?' said Dan. 'We must tell Mr 
Bunting. Can we telephone the hospital?' 
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'Yes,' said Helen. 'We will 

ring up when he gets there.' 

'We must tell him 

that he can read Peep-peep's 

writing in a mirror,' said 

Dan. 'We must tell him there 

is danger.' 

The thin man hid 
in the wood on Rabbit Hill. 
He had a space-gun with him. 

As Mr Bunting's car went by, 

he pointed the space-gun. 

The car stopped. 

1. What does the message say? 

Write it down. 

2. Can you do these word sums? 

in danger! i_ _____r! 

space + ship = 
space + man = 

space + gun = 
space + book = 
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6 Where is Tom? 

When the car stopped Peep-peep looked round. 
It is all right, my boy,' said Mr Bunting. 'You sit 

there. I will see if I can get the car going.' 
Thev did not see the thin man. 

At the observatory, Helen looked up the number of the 

hospital in the telephone book. 

'They must be there by now,' said Dan. 

But when Helen telephoned the hospital Mr Bunting 
was not there. She talked to a man about Peep-peep, but 

he would not listen. 

'We are not making it up,' she said. But the man put 

down the telephone. 

'Now what?' said Dan. 

On Rabbit Hill, Mr Bunting could not make the car 
start. Peep-peep kept trying to tell him that they were in 
danger. But Mr Bunting did not understand. 

Suddenly Mr Bunting saw Tom's car coming. 
'Splendid, splendid!' he said. 'We shall be all right now.' 

Peep-peep did not think so. 
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Tom's car stopped and the thin man got out. He had 
taken off Tom's mac and hat. His hair was white. He 
had silver clothes on, and they were shining in the sun. 

He was from space! 

'What on earth is going on?' said Mr Bunting. 'He 

must have come for you, Peep-peep.' 

The space-man came up to them. 

'We did the best we could for him,' said Mr Bunting. 

The space-man pointed his space-gun at Mr Bunting. 

Then he made Peep-peep get out of the car. 

'Tell him we were trying to help you,' said Mr 
Bunting. But Peep-peep looked scared. 
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Peep-peep had a book in his hand. The space-man 
pulled it out of his hand and it dropped on the road. 

'That is my book!' said Mr Bunting. 
The space-man pointed his space-gun at the cars. They 

began to melt. Soon there was nothing left. 

In the telescope room, Dan and Helen were talking 

about Mr. Bunting. 

'If he was at the hospital, he would telephone us,' 
said Helen. 

'Do you think the man from the sand-pit has got 
them?' said Dan. 

'Why?' said Helen. 

'He may be another space-man!' said Dan. 
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'Why would Peep-peep want to get away from another 

space-man?' said Helen. 

'Maybe he is a bad space-man and he wants to kill 

Peep-peep. Maybe lots of space-ships came down last 

night. Maybe they want to take over the Earth!' 
'Maybe you read too many space-books,' said Helen.


'You read them too!' said Dan.


They did not know what to do. Where was Tom?


Where were Peep-peep and Mr Bunting ? 

'I am going to look for them,' said Helen. 

'No!' said Dan. 'There may be space-men outside. 
If they have Tom, Peep-peep and Mr Bunting, they will 

want us too!' 

'I am going to telephone the police,' said Helen. 

Helen picked up the telephone. There was no sound. 

'We have been cut off!' she said. 

'There is somebody outside!' said Dan. 'He is coming in!' 

1. Look for names beginning with these letters: T, D, H, P. 

Write them down here. 

T D H P -p


2. Put these words in the right order. 
pointed at the space-gun The car. his space-man 
The 

shining were in silver His clothes the sun. 
His 
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7 The Hunt for the Car 

It was Tom.

'What are you doing here?'


he said. 
The children were pleased 

to see him. 

They did not get you 

after all!' said Dan. 

Tom looked at them. 

'What are you talking about? 

Where is Mr Bunting?' 

'He went off to the hospital,' said Helen. 
'Why has Mr Bunting gone to the hospital?' said Tom. 

'Is he ill?' 

'No. Peep-peep is ill,' said Dan. 

Tom sat down. He did not understand. 'All right, 

start again, please,' he said. 
The children told Tom about the light in the sky, and 

the hunt for the meteorite. They told him how they had 
seen his car in the sand-pit. 

'You saw my car?' said Tom, who had been looking 

everywhere for it. 

Then they told him all about Peep-peep. 
'A boy . . . from . . . space?' said Tom. 

'We are not making it up,' said Helen. 
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'Mr Bunting thinks he is from space,' said Dan. 

'Why?' said Tom 

'He has white hair and silver clothes, and he talks in 

a very funny way,' said Dan. He did his best to sound 

like Peep-peep. 
Then the children let him see the boy's writing. Helen 

got a mirror from her bag so that Tom could read it. 
'But how did he learn to write like this?' said Tom. 

'And why is, the writing back to front?' 

Then they told him about the telephone. 
'It has been cut off,' said Helen. 

Tom picked it up. 'You are right,' he said. 'Which 

way did Mr Bunting go?' 

'Over Rabbit Hill,' said Helen. 
'I am going to look,' said Tom. 

'Please let us come too,' said Helen. 
'O.K.' said Tom. 'But vou must do as I tell you.' 

The space-man had taken Peep-peep and Mr Bunting 
into the space-ship. He put them in a room. Suddenly a 
big window shut them in. There was another space-man 
in the room. Peep-peep ran to him. It was his father. 

There were meteorites everywhere. 
Mr Bunting looked at the thin space-man on the other 

side of the big window. 
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The space-man was trying to make the space-ship start.


Peep-peep's father pointed at the thin man and then 
at all the meteorites. 

'I think I understand,' said Mr Bunting. 'That man 

wants all the meteorites. Is that it?' 

Peep-peep's father put a funny ring on his finger. 
He could write mirror-writing with this ring. He began 
writing on some plastic. 

'Fantastic! Fantastic!' said Mr Bunting. 'But I cannot 
read it. Why do you think I can?' 
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On Rabbit Hill, Tom, Helen and Dan looked at the 
tracks made by the cars. 

'I think my car made these tracks,' said Tom. 'The 
front track is like the tyre I put on my car.' 

'These tracks just stop!' said Dan. 
They looked round for the cars. 

'Cars don't just melt!' said Tom. 
Then Helen saw the book. She picked it up. 

' "Reflecting telescopes",' she said. 
'That is Mr Bunting's book!' said Tom. 

There was some writing in the front of the book. It was 

mirror-writing. 

'Peep-peep did that,' said Dan. 

'It may tell us where they are!' said Helen. She got out 

her mirror. 

Tom saw the writing reflected in her mirror. 

'Captured!' he said. 

1. Can you read the message? 
Write it in this space. 

Captured! 

2. Yes or no! 

Peep-peep is from space. 
Mr Bunting is Peep-peep's father. 

Tom has white hair and silver clothes. 

Peep-peep is ill. 
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8 The Lake


'I was right!' said Dan. 'They have been captured by 
space-men! They may be on their way to Mars by now!' 

'We shall never see Mr Bunting again,' said Helen. 

'Yes, we will,' said Tom. 'We are going to get him 
back.' 

'How?' said Dan. 
'We will go to the police,' said Tom. 

'They will think we made it up,' said Dan. 
'If we could show them the space-ship, then they would 

help us,' said Helen. 

'Where would you hide a space-ship?' said Dan. 

'Let us start at the sand-pit,' said Tom. 

The thin space-man could not start the space-ship. 
He made the big window melt away and came into the 
meteorite room. He wanted Peep-peep's father to start the 

space-ship, but Peep-peep's father would not help him. 

The thin space-man pointed his gun at him. Was he 

going to kill him? 

'No!' said Mr Bunting. 'Don't kill him!' 
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Peep-peep's father just 
looked at the space-man. 
At last the thin space-man 
gave up and went out again. 

'He cannot start the 
space-ship without you, 
can he?' said Mr Bunting. 

But Peep-peep's father 

did not understand him. 

In the sand-pit, Dan and Helen showed Tom where 
they had seen his car. 

'The man had vour hat and mac on,' said Helen. 

'I left them in the back of the car,' said Tom. 'But 
why did he put them on?' 

'He put them on over his space-clothes,' said Dan, 
'so that nobody could see them. He is a space-man, I 
keep telling you!' 

Tom looked round the sand-pit. 'You could not hide a 
space-ship here,' he said. 
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'There must be a way to find it.' said Helen.

Dan had been thinking.

'My compass!' he said. 'In the wood this morning, the


needle began spinning round and round. Maybe the 
space-ship made the needle spin like that.' 

'Let us go to the wood,' said Tom. 

In the wood, the compass needle did spin round. When 
it stopped spinning, it was pointing away from North. 

'Come on!' said Dan. 'The space-ship must be that 
way.' 

They went on a little way. Suddenly, something stopped 
them. They could not see what it was. The children were 
scared. 

'Keep going,' said Tom. 

They kept going, and at last it gave way. They all 
fell over. 

35




Inside the space-ship there was a sound. It told the 

space-man that somebody was coming to the space-ship. 

The space-man looked at a screen. It showed him what 

was outside the space-ship. Behind the big window, Mr 

Bunting and the others looked at the screen too. 

Tom, Dan and Helen came out of the wood, and saw 

a big lake. They began to go round the lake. 

The compass needle kept pointing at the water 
'Why is it doing that?' said Helen. 
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'Don't you see?' said Tom. 'That is why nobody could 
find the space-ship.' 

He pointed at the lake. 
'It is out there. Under the water!' 

Can you put the right ending on to each sentence? 
Draw a line to the right ending. 

The thin man to go round the lake. 

The space-ship made	 could not start 
the space-ship. 

The space-ship is the compass needle spin. 

Tom, Dan and 
Helen began under the water. 

37




9 Captured! 

'How can a space-ship be under water?' said Helen. 
'There is no air in space,' said Tom. 'You take it with 

you and keep it inside the space-ship. So if air cannot 
get out—water cannot get in.' 

'Can we get in?' said Helen. 

'Can we do anything?' said Dan. 

'No,' said Tom. 'There is nothing we can do.' 
They did not know that something was looking at 

them. It stood by the lake. It had a sort of eve on it. 

Inside the space-ship, under the lake, the thin man 
could see Tom, Dan, and Helen on the screen. So could 
Mr Bunting and the others behind the big window. 

Then Dan saw the eye. 

'Look!' he said. 
'Get back!' said Tom. 

They ran and hid. 
'Is it some sort of look-out?' said Helen. 
'I think so,' said Tom. 
'They must know we are here,' said Helen. 
'I am going to find out,' said Tom. 'You stop here! 

Understand? Stop here!' 
Tom went up to the look-out. The eye turned. There 

was a funny sound. Suddenly the thin man was there on 
the look-out. 
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He pointed his space-gun 
at Tom and made him 
get on the look-out as well. 

There was another sound. 
They had gone. 

'Tom!' shouted Helen. 

Tom suddenly found himself 

inside the space-ship. 

The space-man shut him 

behind the big window 

with the others. 

'Hello, Mr Bunting,' 

said Tom. 'I just dropped in 

to see you.' 

'I did not think you would 
find us,' said Mr Bunting. 

The thin space-man was still trying to get the space-

ship going, but it would not start. 
'Peep-peep's father will not help him,' said Mr 

Bunting. He looked at Peep-peep and his father. 'I wish 

we could talk to them,' he said. 

'We can,' said Tom. 'All we want is a mirror. You 

are going to learn to read.' 
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Dan and Helen wanted to get help. They got up and 

ran for the trees. 

The space-man saw them on the screen and went after 

them. 

Dan ran on and on into the wood. Suddenly, something 

stopped him again. He wanted to keep going, but he 

could not. The space-man captured him and began to 

take him back to the lake. 

Helen hid in the trees. The mirror fell from her bag. 

She picked it up. 
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Dan had said that the light was too bright for Peep-
peep's eyes. So Helen made the sunlight shine into the 
space-man's eyes with her mirror. 'Dan, run!' she shouted. 

The space-man put his hands over his eyes. Dan ran 
off. He came to the look-out by the lake. He did not 
stop to think. He got on to it . . . . 

Dan suddenly found himself inside the space-ship. 

Everybody in the meteorite room could see him. 

'He did it!' said Mr Bunting to Tom. 

But in the wood, the space-man had captured Helen 
and was bringing her back to the space-ship. 

It was all up to Dan now. Could he open the big 
window? 

1. Can you do these word sums? 
an + other = any + thing = 
in + side = can + not = 

2. Can you find the right word to finish the sentence? 

Dan found himself inside the


The space-man saw Dan and Helen on the


She made the light shine in his eyes with her
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10 In the Space-ship 

Dan came up to the big window.


'He has got to get us out,' said Mr Bunting.

'But how?' said Tom.

Dan could not hear them. Peep-peep pointed at the


controls. Dan looked at the controls. 

'Which control opens the window?' he said. 
Suddenly on the screen they all saw the space-man. 

He was bringing Helen back to the space-ship. 

'He has captured all of us now!' said Dan. 
Peep-peep put the writing-ring on his finger. He 

wrote on the big window: 

On the other side Dan could read: 

Three Down. 

The writing was the right way round for him. He 

looked at the controls. 

'Three down,' he said. 

Peep-peep wrote again: 

Left. 

Down. 

Two 

Three 

Dan could read: 

Two Left. 
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Dan put his hand on the control that was three down 
and two left. 

On the screen they all saw the space-man making 
Helen get on the look-out. 

'Hurry, Dan! Hurry!' said Tom. 
Dan pulled at the control. 

Peep-peep wrote again: 

Turn.

Dan could read:

Turn.


He turned the control and the big window melted 

away. 
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Suddenly the space-man and Helen were back 
inside the space-ship. Peep-peep's father, Tom and Mr 
Bunting ran to the space-man and got his gun away 
from him. Now he was captured. They shut him in the 
meteorite room. 

'Good boy, Dan!' said Tom. 

'Fantastic! Fantastic!' said Mr Bunting. 
'What did you do, Dan?' said Helen. 
'He got us out of there,' said Tom, pointing to the 

meteorite room. 

'Thanks to Peep-peep!' said Dan. 

Peep-peep's father had been writing for Tom and Mr 
Bunting. Mr Bunting had been right about the thin 

space-man. He wanted all the meteorites for himself, so 

he had taken over the space-ship. But the space-ship had 

got out of control. 

'That is why it came down on Earth,' Mr Bunting 

told Dan and Helen. 

'And that is when Peep-peep ran away and hid in the 

sand-pit!' said Dan. 

'But why did the thin space-man want the meteorites?' 
said Helen. 

'Meteorites are like gold where they come from,' said 

Mr Bunting. 'I think their planet is like the Earth, but it 

is a long way away.' 
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'How did they learn to write?' said Helen.


'Yes,' said Tom. 'And why mirror-writing?'

Mr Bunting held up a big plastic bag. It had mirror-


writing all over it. 

'They have been on Earth before,' he said. 'They must 
have found this bag.' 

'But that is mirror-writing,' said Dan. 
'No, Dan,' said Mr Bunting. 'The bag is inside out!' 

He turned it the right way round. 'You see?' 

Dan and Helen could read the writing on the bag. 
'DANGER. Keep away from Children.' 

There was a lot more writing on the bag. 

'That is how they could learn to write,' said Mr 
Bunting. He turned the bag inside out again. 'But they 
wrote like this.' 

'Back to front!' said Dan. 
'Inside out!' said Helen. 
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Peep-peep and his father could understand. They could 
see how funny it was. 

By the lake, Dan gave Peep-peep his compass. Peep-
peep stood on the look-out. They said good-bye. There 
was a sound and then Peep-peep had gone, back inside 
the space-ship. There was another sound and the look-out 
had also gone. . . . 

That night, Mr Bunting, Tom, Helen and Dan looked 
into the sky. They saw the space-ship going up to the 
stars. 

'Fantastic! Fantastic!' said Mr Bunting. 

'But we cannot tell anybody about it,' said Tom. 

'Why not?' said Dan. 
'They would think we made it all up,' said Helen. 

Could you work the space-ship controls? Reflect this page in a 
mirror, and write the words down as you see them. 

Down 
Left 

Right 

Fantastic 
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