SURREMDER

ADVENTURES WITH JESUS IN PRAYER
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Surrender

Surrender means to give
up or hand over some-
thing. So when you sur-
render to God, you let go
and let God be in charge.
Even though everything
about you already belongs
to God (because He cre-
ated everything in the first
place), surrendering
shows Him you really
believe that. Surrender is
a way to tell God that
there's nothing more
important than Him.

When you surrender
to God, prayer is always
the place to begin. That
way, you and God can talk
through what you need to
surrender and how to do
it. You may find that you
need to surrender things
like dreams for the future
or expectations about how
things will turn out . . .
maybe even parts of your-
self. Just remember as you
pray that God is good and
wants only good for you. If
He asks you to give up or
hand over anything, He's
got something much bet-
ter in mind for you! #&
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{eontinuad frome page 1)

lesus said: “1f people want
o follow me, they must give up the
things they want. They must be willing

even to give up their lives wo follow

me. Those who want to save their

lives will give up true life, and those

who give up their lives for me will

have true life” {Matthew 16:24-25, New
Century Version). When we give our-
selves up to Him, God is so pleased that
He “trades us up” to something bener—
something that we can't even imagine.

When | was a teenager, | learned
about surrender in prayer, | began
playing the trumpet when | was 13,1
became the best trumpet player in the
school band. | thought playing the
trumpet would be my career

One day | was working at my job at a
SIOCErY STOfe. A Man came up 1o me and
said, “1 hear vou play a mean trumpet!”
Smiling, | asked him how he knew. He
explained that he needed a trumpet
plaver for his new rock band. My high
school band director had suggested me
He offered me a job with the new band

| was tempted. | could make a Jor
more money! Maybe | would even
hecome famous and travel all over the
world! 8o | praved abourt it. Even

though | really wanted to be in the
rock band, | surrendered it to Jesus,

| didn't want to join the band if Jesus
had a different plan. | prayed, “Lord, |
want only Your will for my life.” Guess
what? He showed me that the band
was nof His will for me?

Later, | found out why, God wanted
me to go 1o Rible college | received a
scholarship to lead a rumpet o that
raveled across America! Not only did |
play the trumpet, but lesus trained me
to be a leader Today 1 lead a ministry
that tells people about Jesus in more
than I countries. My wife and | have
raveled more than 440 times around
the world! Playing in a rock band
would be nothing compared to the joy 1
have today serving God like this! I'm
s glad | surrendered myself 1o God
in prayer s0 Many years ago,

What about you? Are there things
you need o surrender 1o God in
prayer? Remember, saying “uncle” w
God is never a loss. [t's always a win! %

Mk Eastman is imternational president of
Every Home for Christ
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Your Kids

It wour child has a story of an
answered praver, how his/her
life was impacted by praver, or
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something special happened,
plesase send i o
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Signs and Wonders

ne day, as my family and | were on the familiar tip 1o
school, 1 saw a billboard with Joe the Camel advertising a
new kind of cigarete. 1 said w my mom, “Mom, if smoking

is wrong and bad tor your body, then why would people try
o get vou o buy cigarenes?” My mom wwld me how some people ane
more interested in money than in a persen’s bealth, | thought for a
minute and
asked il we could
[rray that the sign
would fall over

MY mom gave
e a look tha
said Yeak, right,
bt she agreed 1o
[rray with me
about it 5o each
MO TR a5 we
[rassed the bill-
Board, we
prayed. The
[FEAYET WS SLiIN-
[rle. W just said,
"Lord, we know
that this sign '
advertises some- E'”}f Marta EimE’!"

thimg that isn't

good for our bodies, so could you just take it down or mabke it fall over?”
iy sisters and my mom and [ all wok wrns praying. After about a week

of this, we saw that a small corner of the billboard was bepinning to tear

A few days Later we looked and 1 said, “Mom, that tear is petting bipger!”
she looked up. | was right—the tear was bigper, a lot bigeer. Each day,

more and more of the billboard ripped off After about two weeks of

asking for the Lord’s help, the rip pot so big that vou couldn’t even read

the sign anymaore

The next time we drove by the billboard, it was totally blank. Someone
lvad pulled the rest of it down and there was a number at the botom of
the sign to call it yvou wanted 1o put your advertisement there.

My mom was totally amazed, but | thought, *Yeah, God!” 1 asked for
lelp and the Lord did just what [ asked Him e do.

This happened when | was siz and Fm 12 now. As | think abou i |
probably had more faith when | was linde. | think so many times we hear
the Lord telling us o do something, but we say no because we aren't guite
sure if it will work. When God says something, vou have w say, "'l do
whatever vou wanmt me 10 and then do it even il it seeims impossible.
Because nothing is impossible with God.

Praying God’'s Words

Surrender |s easier if you
know that God is the Goaoad
Guy—and His way is the best
way—all the time!

Make a list of God's char-

b acteristics [qualities or
traits that make Him special).
Azk God for help, and look up
these Scriptures to get you
started: | John 4:146; Lamen-
tations 3:22-23; Romans 2:4.
1 List ways God has

¢ proved He is good (in
the Bible and in your
family ). Examples: told
Moah to build an ark;
came to die for our
sims; provides you with
a home, clothes, food. But
don't stop there—think of
more]

Are you asking God for

# something and finding it
hard to surrender your will
to His? Ask Him to help you
imagine what might happen if
you get your way instead of
His.

Here's a sample of a sur-
render prayer:

Lord, | know that Your ways
are ot my ways. You have a
wonderful plan for me. You are
working through things that
happen in my life for the end
result of good. Help me know
You better so that | want to
surrender my will to Yours
(lsalah 55:8; Jeremiak 29:11;
Remans 8:18; | john 4:7-8)! &




A Cictional story based on Genesis 22

-Peunding

My father was a hundred years older than me.

But you'd never know it. He waited many years for God 1o
keep His promise of a son, 5o .., U'll admit . .. once I came
s along he spoiled me. My name, Isaac, means
B laughter. We laughed a lot—working, hiking in

: the mountains around Beersheba, even
wrestling together. Sometimes [ let him win!
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Do YOU MAVE"
wiAT IT TAKES?

Read Hebrews 11:17-19. Fill in the missing leters below,
I lowe the way my father totally trusted :

G, He told me he'd made enough mistakes Abraham could surrender 1o God because he knew that
in his life. "1 must obey God no matter how Cod is oly. He would never do anything evil
difficult His instructions may sound,” Father yiard i g B
: L - ¥ : o] 15 trus worthy, He alwavs keeps His promises
always said. He said iv again on the day B
" Cod s faith ul. He never wims away from us,

wir tools the Bl to Moung Monah. [ ; F.
That momming he hugged me Cod is alm ghry. He could bring Isaac back o life if
u ' '

awake. “Tve saddled the doneey,™ NECessary.
he said. “The servants are waiting, ool is -wise He knows what is best and what will make us stronger.
Let's go.” His words sounded

sow unscramble the letters to spell out what it twok for Abraham wo
surrender his hopes and dreams—along with his son—1o God: Abraham
was able 1o surrender because of his great

cheerful, but his eyes looked
strangely sad.
I jumped out of bed, threw

some water on my face, and | e il S
scrambled to catch up. As we hiked ™ - Y‘:'_H'. e :
up the mountain, we talked about '
friends, dreams, and things Jehovah had taught my
father as he prayed. We slept under the stars two will number more than the stars in the sky”
nights. On the third day, our steps slowed Within minutes | lay on the altar like the sheep
“Whaere are we going?” | asked for the umpteenth I'd seen sacrifced many times,
time. "And why! Pain flled Father's eyes. "My son, | must
“Tor sacrifice to God,” Father said. He pointed surrender and watch how Jehovah keeps His
forward with his walking sticle. “There's the place promise.” Raising his knife, he rested his trem-
ahead.” hling hand over my eyes.
“Sacrihoe?” | frowmed. We had no animals with s, | held my breath. | was more frightened than | had
1 know this dowsn’t make sense to you, Son.” ever been, bot | knew | had to trust God, too.
Father turned to the servants, "Stay here. 1saac and | "Abhraham!” a voice from heaven boomed. "Don't
are poing over there to worship. Then we'll come lay a hand on that boy! Now | know you fear God.”
back.” | opened my eyes. The bushes behind us rustled
Lifting a bundle from the donkey, Father strapped and a ram emerged. Father's knees buclded.
the wood on my shoulders. Then he stuck his knite in The voice thundered again: "Because you were
his sash and grabbed the hre-starting fling. willing to give me your dear son, | promise you'll
I looked around. "We hawve flint and woodd, it have more children than the stars in the sky! 1 will
where's the lamb for the offering?” hless all nations because you obeyed me”
“God will provide,” Father murmured as we Father hugged me so hard | thoughe 'd burst. He
plodded on. helped me down, and we worshiped Jehovah
When we reached the place, Father said, “Isaac, together As the sun set, and a multitude of stars came
sometimes God asks us 1o do things we don't under- out overhead, we left the place Father called “The
stancl, He has asked me o surrender what [ lowe Lord Will Provide.” What began as a heant-pounding

more than my own life | must sacrifice youw, Isaac, the  hike ended with a beautiful promise from God. %
son | awaited for so long.” He lowered his head and

tears splatierad into the dirt Author and speaker [ovee K. Ellis created the honk, One-
Minute Bibie Devatians for Kids {Broadman & Holman), an
enjonrable way for children to listen to and respond o
Gl s Word #ach day of the year. Sge more of her stories

) : and puzzles when you go 1o her website
said, "but God has promised that your grandehildren (www joveekellis.com) and click on Kids' Corner

My heart beat faster. Other religions required child
sacrihees, but not Jehonwah!
1 don't know how this is poing to work,” Father



What in the World?

God has given a new idea o people who pray
for the warld. The idea is for everyone to focus
on praying for people in the 40,70 Window
Look at the map to find the 40/70 Window. It
covers 02 nations!

Centuries ago, much of this region was
Christian. But communism and other human
belief systems took over These belief systems
taught thar God is not real {or that people
cannot know for sure if God is real). The good
news about Jesus dying on the cross gor
choked out

Then in 1989, communism fell apart. Now
people in that part of the world are free o
believe whatever they want to about God. A
lot of them still call themselves Christians
becanse of old raditions. But they have
never asked Jesus into their heans, Most

have never even heard the gospel. Many of
the religious traditions they follow include
idol worship. The Muslim religion is also very com-
maon in these countries

Since 1984, millions of Christians all over the
world have been praving for the 10/40 Window

‘&\l Prayers for People

: in the 40/70 Window

includes
between

The 4070 Window

latitude in the Eastern
Wemisphere.

the territory
A0 amd 70"

{That's the part of the world
between the 10th and 40th
parallel. See the PrayKids!
Intercession issue ) Most of
the people who have never
heard the gospel live in this
area, As a result of all of
these prayers, lots of mis.
SIONAries are going inue

the 10/40 Window

Lots of peaple are
Anding lesus!

MNow, through a
project called

i Haly Spirit, release Your
© truth over every 40/70
nation (John 1&:13).

God, give wisdom to those
® who are sharing Jesus in
the 40/7T0 Window. Show them
how to reach Muslims there. Give
the people dreams and visions of
the Lord Jesus (1 Corinthians 2:7;
Acts 9:1-5).

Lord, please keep the door
® open for workers to go to
all the former USSR nations and
Eastern Europe to share the

good news. Provide
everything they need to
succeed (| Corinthians
16:9; Matthew 9:37-38).

Father, please tear
® down the human
traditions and worldly prin-
ciples that have replaced
You in the 40770 Window
nations (Caolossians 2:8).

Jesus, move the hearts of
@ these nations' leaders.
Help them to understand who
You are (| Timothy 2:1-3) &

“Target 40/70,"
God is asking
peaple 1o pray
for the 40/70
Window. He
wants the good
news about
lesus 1w spread
there the same way it did
in the /40 Window, You
can be a part of that. God
can use you to be a world
changer there, too! %
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Walk the Talk

Y

Put a Lid on It!

A situation that requires surrender
isn't usually something vou know
about ahead of time. It may come up
suddenly, out of nowhere. You find ot
that vour family needs to move, for instance.
Or a friend stans acting like an enemy. Or the
dentist savs vou need braces.

You can get ready for those unexpected times by
making a “surrender box.” Find a box you really
like. It could be a cookie tin, a heart-shaped candy
b, a ovlinder-shaped oatmeal box, or a shoebox.
‘ake sure it has a lid, Paint designs on the box, or
glue on beads, seashells, or other
favorite things, Malke it special. Pun
it someplace
where you'll see
it all the time.

When God asks vou to surrender
something to Him, write it on a
piece of paper. Now put the
paper in the box, closing the
lid. Lift it high and tell God,
“Take this! It's Yours! You're
oo, 1 orust You, so |
surrender!”
If staying surrendered
is hard—often it is—
hold vour box up to
Cod again and ask
for help. Keep the lid
on the box 0 vou can't take back
what vou've surrendered. And
thank Him that He's still in
control! 4

More Than Meets the Eye

Things may not always be the way they seem
When you put 2 and 2 together, it can equal
4. But you can also put 2 and 2 wgether and
it's 22!

The Bible says that God's ways are not our ways
and His thoughts are not our thoughts, We don’t
see things the way He does. For instance, to us it
might look like we have to give up a lot when we
surrender ourselves to God, But God will only ask

us 1o surrender something when He wants to give
us something far more valuable in its place

Here's a fun way to see how there's more than
one way to look at things. With a black cravon,
pencil, or marker, color all of the boxes below, IF
you loeok at it one way, you will only see blackened-
in hoxes. If you look at it another way, you will see
somenne’s name—someone who really knew how
to surrender, &

Ciet a new outlook on life. Try 1o see things from God's perspective!



Parent’s

Fill'er Up

hen God calls us
1 surrender, it
aften comes as a
surprise—just like
Abraham was
surprised when God asked him
to surrender [saac. Often, like
Abraham was, we're asked o
surrender something that's
not bad. It may even be
something very good. Sur-
render requires us to give up
what God asks us to, when
He asks us to. Here is an
activity yvou can do 1o help
children better understand
what surrender is like and
why it's imponant
Mext time vour children well
you they are thirsty, give them a
full glass of water {or whatever
Peveraze vou usually offer
them). But before they have a
chance w sip it stop them. Ask
them if they trust vou. They may
act surprised or confused. That's
okay. Ask them again il they trust
viour. 1 they say they do, then ask
them to go to the sink and pou
ot the drink. They may or may
not be willing 1o do this. I they
are hesitant or upset aboul your
reguest, remind them that vou
love them, want what's best for
them, and always will provide for
their needs. Reassure them that

“411”

L1

vioul wollld never intentionally
trick them or hurt them. Then
ask them again if they trust you
and if they will pour ourt the
drinle If they pour out the drink,
great. I they are not willing,
don’t force them

G o the refriperator and
bring out a beverage that is a
special reat—mavhe a soft drink,
chocolate milk, or a fruit
smoothie Explain that right from
the start you wanted w give them
this special drink. 1f they dumped

By Cynthia Hyle Bezek

the water, [l their glass with

the special beverage, [ they

didn’t, explain to them that

vl are sorry that there's not
room in their cup for the
special beverage this time, but
you'll give them another
Opporiinity soon (then repeat
e object lesson the next Lime
they ask for a drink).

[Fiscuss low pouring out the
cup is like surrendering 1o God.
He wants 1o do wonderful

' ""H; things in our lives, but we
L)

meed o make room for
© them. Sometimes the
things God asks us 1o sur-
O render are valuable and

f.-:'/"l gocil, But we cannot huoled
L

onto what e want—even il it's
pood—and receive what God
witnits at the same time. 1U's one o
the otlver. [U's always worth it 1o
“pour out” our will in order 1o
allows Goed o pour His posd,
pleasing, and perfect will ino us.

Richard | Foseer in his hool

Prayer: Finding the Heart's Trug
Heme, offers some pood
meditative praver steps vou
might take with your fumily when
surrender issues arise. See the
PrayKids! leaders’ puide at
wiww. praykids.com for Foster's
steps 1o surrender, as well as
other activities on surrender. &

LEADER’'S GUIDE for Teachers and Parents

i you know we have a free leader's puide with extra activities, questions, and praver points
to go along with each article in PrayKids'? Go wo www, pravkids.com and select “MParents and Teachers.”
Then select which issue vou want and just click on the article title. Download what you need so you can use

ProyKids! with a group of kids

Back issues of Prayiids! are available in packs of 10 for 36 99, Eighteen different topics/themes
[with new ones released bimonthly) to teach groups of kids abour prayer. To order, go to www., praykids.com,
or call (800) 366-7788 or (719) 548-9222, and mention offer #6258,

I liem #42 |



