
 

 
 
 

Where our drinking water comes from 
We at the Council are proud of our water network.  
 

It is not easy supplying so many small towns so spread out 
across a big Shire. Most councils in south east Queensland 
get by with only 1 large water treatment plant.  
 

Esk Shire has 4 full water treatment plants. It uses 193.6 
kilometres of underground pipework and a large collection 
of pumps, reservoirs and other assets. Here is a rough guide 
to Esk Shire Council’s $21 million town water network:  

Linville 

Somerset 
Dam 

Toogoolawah 

Esk

Fernvale Lowood

Minden 

Linville Water 
• Source of raw water - bores 
• Chlorine disinfection system 

used 
• Length of Council reticulation 

mains in town – 2.93 
kilometres 

Somerset Dam Water 
• Source of raw water – Lake Somerset 

(South East Queensland Water 
Corporation) 

• Water treatment plant at the Somerset 
Dam wall 

• Length of Council reticulation mains in 
town – 3.34 kilometres 

• The original Somerset Dam water scheme 
was built with the town. Large sections of 
old pipework were replaced in 2005. 

Toogoolawah Water 
• Source of raw water – Lake Wivenhoe (South East Queensland Water 

Corporation and Tarong Energy) 
• Raw water is pumped 14.38 kilometres through the Tarong power station pipe to 

Toogoolawah water treatment plant 
• Length of Council reticulation mains in town – 19.88 kilometres 
• Until the Tarong power station pipeline was built in the 1990’s, Toogoolawah 

water came from bores. 
 

Esk Water 
• Source of raw water – Lake Wivenhoe 

(South East Queensland Water 
Corporation) 

• Raw water is pumped 6.81 kilometres in 
Council pipe along Paddy Gully Road and 
Brisbane Valley Highway to Esk water 
treatment plant 

• Length of Council reticulation water 
mains in town – 21.01 kilometres 

Lowood Water 
• Source of raw water – Brisbane River released 

from Wivenhoe Dam (South East Queensland 
Water Corporation) 

• Raw water for Lowood is treated at the Esk Gatton 
Laidley Water Board-owned treatment plant in 
Lowood which also supplies Gatton and Laidley 
Shires 

• Length of Council reticulation water mains in town 
and surrounds (as far north as Mt Tarampa School) 
– 42.04 kilometres 

 

Minden Water 
• Source of treated water – Lowood water treatment plant 
• Treated water is pumped 15.21 kilometres from Lowood 

to Warrego Highway 
• Length of Council reticulation water mains in Minden-

Tarampa area – 24.07 kilometres 
• The Minden-Tarampa scheme dates from 1965 

 
 

Fernvale Water 
• Source of treated water – Lowood water 

treatment plant 
• Treated water is pumped 7.5 kilometres from 

Lowood 
• Length of reticulation mains in Fernvale district 

– 36.48 kilometres 
• Fernvale raw water came from the Brisbane 

River (Twin Bridges) until the Lowood pipeline 
was completed in 2002 for $1.8 million 
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Other areas 
• Esk Shire covers ~4,000 square kilometres and 

most properties (more than 4,000 properties) do 
not have access to the town water network. 

• Council water standpipes at Lowood, Minden, 
Esk and Toogoolawah supply a number of 
private water carters who are licensed to deliver 
drinking water 

• Council has investigated new treated water 
schemes including a $4.5 million proposal to 
supply 330 properties at Coominya from the 
Lowood water treatment plant. 

• Because the cost per property for the proposed 
Coominya scheme is around $13,600, 
significant government funding would be 
required to make it affordable for residents. 


