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To:   - Chairperson of the World Heritage Committee  

- Members of the World Heritage Committee 
   
Cc:  - Permanent Delegations, Observer Missions of States Parties to the    

  World Heritage Convention  
- Advisory Bodies to the World Heritage Convention  
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Subject: Granting the Status of a Regional Centre under the Auspices of UNESCO 

to the Nordic World Heritage Foundation (NWHF) 
 
 
 
Madam/Sir,  
 

I have the honour to inform you that the Nordic World Heritage Foundation has been 
granted the status of a Regional Centre under the auspices of UNESCO during the 
Organisation’s 32nd General Conference. 

 
The Foundation was established on 14 March 2002 by the Norwegian Ministry of the 

Environment by Memorandum of Association attached herewith.  
 
This official status emphasises the importance UNESCO attaches to the commitment 

of the Government of Norway, and in particular the Ministry of the Environment, to the 
World Heritage Convention and UNESCO in general. The Foundation's work is supported by 
all the Nordic Governments and receives a generous basic grant from the Norwegian 
Government. 

 
Please find enclosed the official agreement establishing the formal framework for the 

cooperation between UNESCO and the Nordic World Heritage Foundation.  
 
The overall mandate of the Foundation is to support, in close cooperation with the 

World Heritage Centre, the follow-up of the Global Strategy for a representative and balanced 
World Heritage List as adopted by the World Heritage Committee in 1994. 

 
The Foundation will facilitate technical expertise, disseminate information and 

contribute to innovative projects, as well as mobilize funds and facilitate assistance for 
heritage conservation efforts in developing countries.  

 
 



 
I wish to express herewith my gratitude to the Norwegian Government for their 

generous contribution to the implementation of the UNESCO World Heritage Convention, 
and to stress the Centre’s full commitment to continue its close cooperation with the 
Foundation in the future.  

 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Francesco Bandarin 
Director 
UNESCO World Heritage Centre 

 
 
 
 

Enclosure: Agreement between UNESCO and the Nordic World Heritage Foundation 

 Memorandum of Association for the Foundation Nordic World Heritage  

Agreement between the Ministry of the Environment and the Nordic World 
Heritage Foundation concerning basic capital to the Foundation 






















