
Dig into your roots
We all like to know where we came from. Now
you’ll know where to start looking. 

Right here in WorldCat. 

Find genealogy materials in libraries. Access
collections of historical societies. Locate
resources on how to begin or expand your 
family tree research. You may be surprised at
what you uncover.

What you can find

• Genealogy books

• Ship passenger lists

• Historical society records

• Archival photos

• Articles on research techniques

• How-to guides

• Family histories

Let’s get started!

1. Ask a librarian to help you bring up a WorldCat search screen 
on a library workstation, or visit www.worldcat.org from your
computer at home or work.

2. Enter a keyword such as subject, title or a person’s name and
click Search. Click on the title of an item that interests you to
learn more about it. 

3. Inside the library, you can follow a link to our online catalog to
see if the item is available. On worldcat.org, enter your location
and click on the name of this library or another nearby library.

Contact your librarian for help and visit
www.oclc.org/worldcat/genealogy/
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WorldCat is the world’s largest database of library collections
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Primary sources for family trees 

All of us want to know more about our past. For many people, this need-to-know takes 
the form of genealogical research. What you may not know is that [INSERT LIBRARY 
NAME] has dozens of materials to help you start that research quickly and easily. 

How? Through WorldCat. When you use WorldCat.org online or in the library, you can 
see instantly what materials we have here in [INSERT TOWN/COMMUNITY NAME], 
and what's available through interlibrary loan. 

You'll find genealogy books, ship passenger lists, historical society records, archival 
photos, articles on research techniques, family histories, digital image collections-as well 
as how-to guides and more. There are lots of primary source materials in libraries around 
the country. Go online or come in and we can help you get started-but watch out, you 
may be surprised at what you find! 

Find it in here in this library or around the world, through WorldCat. 
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